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Why Develop a Set of Common Core 

State Standards? 

2 

 Preparation: Prepare students with the knowledge and skills 
they need to succeed in postsecondary endeavors 

 Competition: Ensure our students are globally competitive  

 Equity: Set consistent expectations for all--and not 
dependent on a student’s zip code 

 Collaboration: Create a foundation to work collaboratively 

across states and districts, pooling resources and expertise  



Timeline for Common Core Standards 

November, 
2007  

CCSSO 
Annual Policy 

Forum, 
Discussion 
regarding 

developing 
Common 

Standards 
with chief 

state school 
officers 

April 17, 
2009  

Meeting 
with 

Governors 
and Chiefs 

to ask 
states to 

sign MOU 

June 9, 
2009 

 NGA and 
CCSSO 

announce 
48 states 

and 
territories 
agree to 
develop 

standards 

March 10, 
2010 

 K-12 
Standards 

released for 
public 

comment 

June 2, 
2010 

Final CCSS 

released 

June, 
2010 – 
Nov. 
2011  

States 
adopt 
CCSS 

Currently: 
States 

implementing 
CCSS 



Implementing 
the Common 

Core 



45 states and D.C. have fully adopted the Common Core State Standards and  

Minnesota has adopted only the ELA standards. 

Common Core State Standards Adoption 
(as of April 2012) 



Common Core ELA Standards 

Four strands 

 Reading (including Reading Foundational Skills) 

 Writing 

 Speaking and Listening 

 Language 
 

Three appendices 

A: Research and evidence; glossary of key terms 

B: Reading text exemplars; sample performance 

tasks 

C: Annotated student writing samples 



Previous State ELA Standards Common Core State Standards 

Focus on literature Focus on more non-fiction 

Texts that don’t prepare students for 

complexity of college/career texts 

Appropriately complex texts 

Reading to report/summarize content Reading to understand deeper 

meaning of what authors want to 

convey 

English teacher solely responsible for 

teaching literacy 

Literacy as part of science, social 

studies/history, and technical 

subjects (6-12) 

Primarily writing personal narratives Primarily writing to inform or argue 

using evidence 

Most emphasis on content-specific 

vocabulary  

Academic vocabulary given emphasis 

Key Shifts in ELA 



Common Core Mathematics Standards 

Standards for Mathematical Practice 

 Carry across all grade levels 

 Describe habits of mind of a mathematically expert student 

 

Standards for Mathematical Content 

 K-8 standards presented by grade level 

 High school standards presented by conceptual theme 

 

Appendix  

 Designing high school math courses based on the Common 

Core State Standards 

 



Mathematics Shifts 

Previous State Math Standards Common Core State Standards 

Many topics in each grade Focus on 2-3 concepts per grade 

Topics somewhat arbitrarily placed in 

different grades 

Coherent progression of topics from 

one grade to the next 

Emphasis on basic facts Fluency with basic facts coupled with 

deeper understanding of why things 

happen 

Focus on one way to get the right 

answer 

Examining multiple ways to represent 

mathematical concepts and solutions 

Isolated learning Emphasis on real-world application 



States Collectively Acting on: 
• professional development 
• communication 
• curriculum 
• transition plans  
• assessment 

Implementing  
College and  
Career Ready 
 Standards 
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Common Core State Implementation Timelines 

HI 

SY 2011-2012 

SY 2012-2013 

SY 2013-2014 

SY 2014-2015 

SY 2015-2016 

Timeline 

Unclear 

Did not adopt 

CCSS 

Common Core Implementation Map  

http://www.k12.wa.us/CoreStandards/
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=3254
http://www.ocde.us/CommonCoreCA/Documents/CCSC-Handouts-March-24.pdf
https://bighorn.doe.nv.gov/sites/CommonCore/CCSS Brochure/CCSS NV Transition Plan Overview.pdf
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/common/
http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/MCPresents/11OctMTCCSAQs.pdf
http://edu.wyoming.gov/Programs/standards/standards_review.aspx
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/UAS/StandardsImplementation.html
http://www.schools.utah.gov/core/
http://www.ped.state.nm.us/CCS/
http://www.azed.gov/wp-content/uploads/PDF/Timeline.pdf
http://sde.state.ok.us/Curriculum/CommonCore/pdf/ImplementationTimeline.pdf
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=4605
http://doe.sd.gov/octe/documents/ComCqanda.pdf
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/standard/common_core.shtm
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/EdExc/StanCurri/K-12AcademicStandards/index.htm
http://dpi.wi.gov/cal/pdf/commoncorestds-qa.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/common_core/pdf/institute_pres_summer11.pdf
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2485&Itemid=4602
http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/Common_Core.html
http://arkansased.org/educators/pdf/curriculum/ccss_timeline_040711.pdf
http://www.doe.state.la.us/topics/ccss_implementation.html
http://www.alsde.edu/home/General/alccs.aspx
http://www.sevier.org/FTTT/Common Core Educator Timeline.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Common_Core_QandA_311926_7.pdf
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/CommonCore
http://engageny.org/resource/common-core-implementation-timeline/?au=network-teamsntes
http://education.vermont.gov/new/pdfdoc/pgm_curriculum/common_core/educ_curr_cc_state_standards_info.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/CCGPS.aspx
http://www.fldoe.org/arra/pdf/CCSSRolloutTimeline.pdf
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/acad/id/curriculum/ccss.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/Common+Core+Standards+Resources.htm
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/pr/standards-and-curriculum/South_Carolina_Common_Core.cfm
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/docs/acre/timeline/occupational.pdf
http://mdk12.org/instruction/commoncore/index.html
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&TopicRelationID=1696&ContentID=83819&Content=114255
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/rttt/files/initiatives/ccore.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/commoncore/docs/Transition-Road-Map-for-Implementing-the-Common-Core-State-Standards.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/commoncore/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2618&q=322592
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/commoncore/GeneralOverview.ppt
http://www.maine.gov/education/lres/commoncore/aboutcommoncore.html
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Instruction/CommonCore.aspx
http://www.education.nh.gov/spotlight/ccss/documents/timeline_assessment.pdf
http://standardstoolkit.k12.hi.us/index.html
http://www.dc.gov/DCPS/In+the+Classroom/What+Students+Are+Learning/DCPS+Common+Core+State+Standards


National Common Core Resources 

The James B. Hunt 

Institute and CCSSO 

created a series of free 

video vignettes that 

explain the Standards in 

depth.  

www.ccsso.org 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ccsso.org/


National Common Core Resources 

CCSSO full list of resources: http://bit.ly/zBUHsr 

National PTA – Common Core Parent Guide 

 www.pta.org/parentguides 

Student Achievement Partners (Standards 

writers)  

 www.achievethecore.org  

Math Common Core Coalition 

 www.mathccc.org  

New York State Common Core Website 

 www.engageny.org  

http://bit.ly/zBUHsr
http://www.pta.org/parentguides
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.mathccc.org/
http://www.engageny.org/


Implementing the Common Core 

Standards (ICCS) 

 28 states meet three times a year in teams of six to work 

in state teams and across states on implementation 

 Ongoing public webinar series, recordings posted to 

www.ccsso.org 

 Common Core implementation newsletter sent biweekly 

and open to the public- please sign up through the 

Common Core page on www.ccsso.org.  

 English language arts state collaborative led by Sue 

Pimentel focused on text complexity supports 

Math state collaborative led by Bill McCallum focused 

currently on the mathematical practices 

 

http://www.ccsso.org/
http://www.ccsso.org/


New Common Summative 

Assessments  

Two assessment consortia funded to 

create assessment systems by 2014-2015 

 Partnership for the Assessment of 

Readiness for College and Career (PARCC) 

    www.parcconline.org 

    @PARCCPlace  

 SMARTER Balanced 

    www.smarterbalanced.org 

    @smarterbalanced   

http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/


44 states 
participating 
in assessment 

consortia 

PARCC SBAC Both 



Questions and Discussion 

Margaret Millar 

margaretm@ccsso.org 

@MargaretRMillar 
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